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live life and in the end he can successfully come to
claim a real and abiding success. If we are to live
each moment of our life as slaves to our passions,,
lusts and carvings, we shall in our thoughtlessness and
indiscrimination slowly sink down to the level of the
animals, and it is certainly but natural that such two-
legged animals cannot come to claim the heritage of
man, which is real joy and happiness lived in the
achieved self-perfection.
The beautiful idea hinted at in these two open-
ing stanzas of the Valli (Section) gives us, therefore,
the theory and the logic of self-effort. At each
moment of challenge the Path of Pleasant and the
Path of Good are stretching open before us, but Lord
or God does not stand at the junction of these two
roads either to abduct us through the Path of Pleasant
into the caves of sorrows, nor does the Almighty meet
us at the Cross-roads to canvas our journey through
the Path of Good.
At each moment man has a limited freedom to
follow either the Path of Good or the Path of Pleasant.
Certainly, man has not got a complete and unlimited
freedom over the external circumstances; but he has
been given this limited freedom to be good or to be
vicious in his inoment-to-monient contact with the
external world. This limited liberty is the real
character of freedom for man, by a wise use of which
he can soar into the greater realms of perfection
and become himself the God.